
 

May 6, 2020 

 

Marta Monaco 

Financial and Corporate Communication Senior Manager 

Prada Group 

 

Dear Marta, 

 

Greetings from PETA. I hope you and yours are well despite these troubling times. 

  

I'm writing to share this report from Britain's Independent, in which conservation 

experts warn that the exotic-skins industry fuels the risk for further pandemics. As 

in the notorious "wet markets," the exotic skins trade slaughters animals in 

unhygienic conditions like those that gave rise to COVID-19. As a matter of global 

social responsibility, would Prada join Chanel, Ralph Lauren, Jil Sander, and other 

brands that have banned the sale of exotic skins?  

 

PETA and our affiliates have documented not only cruelty to animals but grossly 

unhygienic conditions on farms in the U.S., Africa, and Asia. Thousands of 

crocodiles are confined to cramped, filthy concrete pits for months or even years—

some narrower than the length of their own bodies—before being slaughtered and 

skinned. Alligators are crammed together in fetid water and dank, dark sheds, 

without sunshine, fresh air, clean water, or even basic veterinary care. Workers 

have to feel around in the water with their hands and feet to try to catch the 

struggling alligators, with little to no safety equipment. They are often bitten and 

injured.  

 

Please read the articles linked above, as well as the one published recently in La 

Repubblica—I would like to know what you think. Concerned consumers around 

the world are watching the way brands respond to this new era, and we would love 

to promote Prada as the latest brand that has chosen to leave wildlife in peace.   

 

Kindest regards, 

 
Dan Mathews 

Senior Vice President 

PETA 
 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/coronavirus-wildlife-trade-fashion-shoes-boots-handbag-python-stingray-a9460811.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/coronavirus-wildlife-trade-fashion-shoes-boots-handbag-python-stingray-a9460811.html
https://investigations.peta.org/crocodile-alligator-slaughter-hermes/
http://investigations.peta.org/vietnam-crocodile-skin-farm/
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.repubblica.it%2Fambiente%2F2020%2F04%2F29%2Fnews%2Fin_asia_mercati_di_fauna_selvatica_ancora_aperti_l_allarme_di_peta_e_animal_equality-255189691%2F&e=b90aedf1&h=316b31c5&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.repubblica.it%2Fambiente%2F2020%2F04%2F29%2Fnews%2Fin_asia_mercati_di_fauna_selvatica_ancora_aperti_l_allarme_di_peta_e_animal_equality-255189691%2F&e=b90aedf1&h=316b31c5&f=y&p=y

